hey! thanks for picking up a copy of 
THE BEAT! 


the days and weeks surrounding valentine’s 
day can be a difficult time of year, 
especially for our single friends. 

we feel you! but it’ll be ok! 


instead of lamenting on the lack of romantic 
love this year, maybe try to focus on the 
other kinds love in your life. 

there is love everywhere - in family, in 
friends, in pets, in your favorite starbucks 
drink, in music, in yourself. 

so grab some friends (or your cat), and jam 
out to some hot singles from bands in yr 
area :-) 


to all the lonely hearts out there, 
this one’s for you. 


<3 THE BEAT <3 
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Playlist: 


1. Where the Sidewalk Ends 
— Sidney Gish 

2. Weather Girl —- Honey 
Cutt 

3. Last Girl - Soccer Mommy 
4. You Are the Air - 
Saccharine 

5. Your Girl — Oompa 

6. You Again —- Earth Dad 

7. Not Your Girl - Grace 
Givertz 

8. What Do You Want From Me 
Tonight — Sidney Gish 

9. Timestamped — Mint Green 
10. A Petty Waltz - Raavi & 
The Houseplants 


<3 sloane miller 
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Februar 


SUNDAY 


17 

summer salt / 
motel radion 
@ the sin- 
clair 7pm 


24 


bellows / 
shannen moser 
/ the wa- 

ter cycle / 
soft fangs @ 


MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY 


120 
james blake 
@ house of 
blues 7pm 


26 

rye pines /balms 
(sf) / edge 
petal burn @ 
o’brien’s 8pm 


sevan / rogozo / 
foxes / enjoyer 
@ midway cafe 


11 13 

nice guys / prior panic 
sneeze / dark-— 

lands /- 


kitchen 8pm 


/ Wiarch 


THURSDAY 


14 
valentine’s 


wet pizza / boy 
tox & friends 

/ paper cage @ 
Lilypad inman 
7pm 


space camp (CT) 
/ picnic lunch / 
freedom broth- 
ers / blue ray 
@ dorchester art 
8pm 

raavi & the 
houseplants / 
brennan / run- 
nerup @ outpost 


FRIDAY 


squitch / tuxis giant 
/ raavi & the house- 
plants @the snakepit 
8pm 

cherry glazerr @ 
brighton music hall 
7:30pm 

22 

tossedaside / bustdown 
/ secretmiracle / lep- 
ra / death defier @ dem 
center 7pm 

(dsecret headliner() / 
bread pilot / strange 
mangers / tuft @ trix- 
ie’s palace 8pm 

MARCH 1 

Sloppy Jane / Rong / 
Ad.ul.t / Evicshen @ 
trixies palace 8pm 


choke up / command- 
er keen / jim shorts 
/ cult fiction @ 
obrien’s 8pm x 


SATURDAY 


16 

psychic weight/mar- 

tyrs / the path(VT) / 

crafter / WIMP @ dem 

center 7pm 

oroboro / shred flint- 

stone / ozlo / seed @ 
house 8pm 


/ nice life 
/ 0zlo / Inspector 
34 @ O’Brien’s Pub 
8pm * 


brother / rever- 
ies / foxtails / 


center 7pm 


aries 


feeling restless lately? 
change is afoot! maybe it’s 
time to switch up your look 
or go down a different path 
with your interests. surround 
yourself with honeys this 
month that you admire and look 
up to. blast boston native 
jonathan richman’s i, jonathan 
and prepare to boogie around 
your room. 
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taurus 


it’s time to get out of your 
comfort zone. abandon pur- 
suing people who are just 
“your type” and branch out 
this month. enjoy the company 
of all different friends and 
luvers while being open to new 
perspectives. dance with a new 
pal to yaeji’s EP 2! 


cancer 


january might have been tough 
for you, cancer. the next few 
weeks will be a perfect time 
to break out of your groggy 
arctic haze. you’re seeing 
things in a new light! be on 
the lookout for conflicts with 
s/o’s and best friends — don’t 
think about things too hard. 
shake off your winter blues 
with the snappy single “siren 
@42” by lala lala and why?. 


virgo 


give yourself some space this 
month, virgo. buy yourself 
that overpriced cold brew you 
love or just sit in the sun 
with some friends. give your 
natural creativity and power- 
ful imagination a chance to 


gemini 


leave the chaos behind. wel- 
come a lens of clarity and 
awareness this month when 
making decisions and talking 
to those close to you. it’s 
time to be confident and learn 
what you want and go after 
it! groove to self-confidence 
anthem “because i’m me” off of 
the avalanches’ wildflower. 


leo 


leo, if you’re not sure about 
getting that weird haircut 

you’ve always wanted, this 
is your sign. you’re drawn 

towards adventure, romance 

and risk these days, and you 
deserve a break in routine. 

dance around in your bedroom 
to the pop bangers on heard 
it in a past life by maggie 

rogers. 


breathe after all your hard 
work. decompress and jam out 


to outer peace by toro y moi. 


<3 caroline cahill, ioanna 
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libra 


libra, don’t be surprised if 
love finds you this month. 
your emotions are comin’ out 
swinging right now! that being 
said, be careful not to get 
yourself into fights — the line 
between love and hate is very 
thin. daydream to why hasn’t 
everything already disap- 
peared?, the lovely new album 
by deerhunter. 


scorpio 


lately it seems like you just 
can’t quite find the words to 
say how you feel. the next 
few weeks will offer you a 

new perspective on the things 
you’ve been trying to figure 
out. work out all that angst 
by headbanging to girlpool’s 

new album, what chaos is imag- 

inary. 


capricorn 


you love control, cap. don’t 
seek to control others this 
month, however. control your- 
self. don’t jump into any- 
thing. this is a trying time 
for you, and seeking immedi- 
ate gratification might not be 
the best idea. get away for 
a while and check out james 
blake’s new album, assume 
form. 


Sagittarius 


you’re kind of a cosmic car 
crash right now, sagittari- 
us. don’t sweat it. you al- 
ways figure out how to break 
through adversity. follow your 
gut! you know what’s best for 
you. ride out this wave with 
remind me tomorrow by sharon 
van etten. 


aquarius 


hey aquarius! love is in the 
air, and i’m talking self-love. 
it’s time to focus on you and 
find out what makes you person- 
ally happy before you get out 
there and make others happy. 
take time to explore some pas-— 
sions that you’ve been wanting 
to pursue. throw on solange’s 
a seat at the table and soak 
in the album’s introspective 
wisdom. 


pisces 


you’ll be feeling your intu- 
ition even more this month, 
pisces. make sure to keep 

lines of communication open 


karageorge, & audrey sutter 


hot 


with your loved ones, but also 
learn when you need to put up 
boundaries. listen to ro- 
salia’s new album el mal quer- 
er and be aware of any of your 
own bad relationships. 


singles in yr area 


an evening with 


TUFT 


On Thursday, Feb. 7th, 2019, non-prof- 
it arts organization Twenty Summers host- 
ed Tuft and Samia at Boston Button Factory. 
The organization, based out of Province- 
town, aims to connect artists and consumers 
through events in Massachusetts. While the 
events are normally hosted during the summer 
in a Cape Cod barn, Twenty Summers decided 
to hold a one-night pop-up at a lively un- 
derground venue in Boston. Legitimately un- 
derground, Boston Button Factory was once a 
button factory in the Seaport area but has 
currently evolved into an art gallery and 
event space. Both the non-profit host and the 
event space created a place of warmth to 
escape Boston’s notoriously cold February 
air. The white stone walls of the venue were 
covered with Lively paintings and eye-catch- 
ing fabric works, and two paintings of the 
Boston Public Library provided an intricate 
backdrop to the elevated performance stage. 
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Tuft, the solo act of Boston’s own Jes- 
Sica Hesse, took the stage with a charm- 
ing smile and snatched the attention of the 
chattering audience with the first strum of 
her guitar. While enjoying her hot toddy 
(and encouraging me to get one), Hesse led 
the crowd through an intimate and moving 
set. She explained her songs like she was 
letting us into her home and showing us her 
memories; she painted an amusing picture of 
an ex who used to wipe boogers on the wall, 
the same person who would later become the 
inspiration for her song “Boogerwall.” Lat- 
er, she shouted out all the Rachels in the 
room while introducing her track “Rachel,” 
wherein she repeats the eloquent line “a 
mind awake is dangerous.” Hesse’s set was 
overall fantastic, and I’d recommend catch- 
ing her live shows as she soars through the 
Boston scene. 

Tuft’s music is beautiful to listen to 
and guides you through any kind of quar- 
ter-life crisis you might be going through, 
whether you’re trying to hold yourself to- 
gether on the couch that’s falling apart in 
your living room or if you’re in a crowd 
of fifty strangers trying to figure out what 
a gimlet is and why you ordered it any- 
way. (Did I mention that this show had free 
drinks? Shout out to The Captain’s Daughters 
of Provincetown for the hot toddies and gim-— 
lets.) 

Tuft can be found on Bandcamp, Spotify, 
and on Instagram @tuftstagram. 


<3 monica sucic 
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INDORE 
REVIEWS 


For this issue, we decided to fo- 
cus solely on ~singles~ because it’s 
that time of year. Grab your sweet- 
ies or just grab a pillow and check 
out these tunes. You won’t be disap- 

pointed, 


HARRY JAY // MOVE THE MOUNTAINS DEMO 


I scored this little number at the first show of Harry 
Jay’s Quit Your Day Job tour. He was selling flash drives 
of the demo for $10 at the merch table. I couldn’t not 
pick one up. I don’t even think it’s available on Bandcamp 
yet, but I assume it will be soon. Watch for it, wait for 
it. It’ll be worth it. The song kicks off in classic Harry 
Jay-fashion with a catchy brass lick that brings back mem- 
ories of his 2017 single, “Brother Be Wise.” The ascending 
three-note lick carries through most of the song. The first 
verse is full of Jay’s smooth R&B vocals and gentle key- 
board and guitar embellishments. The song erupts at the 
chorus — a singable, screamable chorus that any audience 
would (and should) enjoy. The second verse features Jay's 
rap-style vocals. He raps passionately about the human con- 
dition coupled with music and the current political cli- 
mate, and then he finishes with another singable, screamable 
chorus. I mean it when I say this is some of Harry Jay’s 
most polished work. Every note and word adds something new 
and necessary to the fabric of the song. Get excited for 
this new chapter of Harry Jay. He’s Boston’s best-kept se- 
cret. 


<3 audrey sutter 
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PAYTON GIN // HE SAW ME GO INSANE - SINGLE 


This single comes from a band new to the local scene. 
The Berklee outfit has been on the come up since Fall 2018, 
and two of the members actually went to high school with me 
back in Austin, TX. Lead singer Liv Stockton Field’s pow- 
erful yet controlled vocals soar over haunting distorted 
guitars all through the track, bringing a darkness to the 
alt-rock style we all know and love. The distortion gets 
heavier towards the chorus, making it perfect for dancing 
and headbanging. Field also takes the song in a surpris-— 
ing direction during the bridge when she screams, “He won’t 
leave me alone.” The song is, in a word, ominous. It ends 
with lyrics from one of the verses — a shimmering cliff- 
hanger, almost as if the song’s story is incomplete. Payton 
Gin knows exactly what they’re going for, though. The band 
has already created an incredibly cohesive aesthetic, com- 
plete with dark colors, bold, Tarantino-esque fonts, and a 
fox as their logo. On a more personal note, it’s wild to 
see how much my friends have grown musically since high 
school. Field and keyboard player Huxley Kuhlmann were some 
of my biggest musical influences back in the day, and they 
still are. Their full EP drops in March, so keep your ears 
open. 


<3 audrey sutter 
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I walk alone at night, the moon shines bright 
won-der-ing how anyone finds love 

reminders of it always in my sight 

why’s being single worth feeling ashamed of? 


I’m out here with seasonal depression 
avoiding instagram for all the pics 

stress surrounds this valentine’s obsession 
lonely? no, my brain’s just playing tricks 


this time of year is, without fail, the worst 
seeing all these couples holding hands 

this day is fake, made up by hallmark first 
I’ll just listen to my favorite bands 


but this year, I will celebrate with friends 
platonic love’s a force that ne’er will end 


<3 abby lebet 
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Alere on o Fray night? 


There is nothing worse 
Than finding out your new 
squeeze 

Pays for Tinder Gold 

<3 audrey sutter 
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BAD DATE ve 
STORIES 


because we’ve all been there 
Tyler: 
“Picture it, you’re in a movie theater with 
your middle-school crush. Your buttery fingers 
brush against each other as you reach for a 
handful of stale popcorn. It’s past your 10 
p.m. curfew, but you don’t care. You’re prac-— 
tically an adult now, you got your first peri- 
od an entire year ago. You live less than a 
1@ minute walk away from home. Plus they know 
this guy. Even better, there is no cell-ser- 
vice in the theater so even if your caution—- 
ary text to your parents didn’t send, they 
can’t get mad at you, right? Wrong. After the 
the credits, he and I laughed at each oth- 
er’s critiques of the movie that was all the 
rage at the time when I saw my dad standing in 
the rain outside the theater. Even worse, he 
had just had ACL surgery and was on crutches, 
looking horrible in his 49er’s 
pj pants and on a ton of pain 
killers. He just told my 
date that he ought to go 
home, there goes my first 
kiss opportunity. And 
no, the kid did not 
email me back.” 


14 
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Luciana: 

“So I get this dating app, and I’m like 17. I 
start talking to someone, and probably should 
have taken the lack of pictures without Snap- 
chat filters as a major red flag, but obviously 
I didn’t. I show up and this kid is a literal 
kid, they look 16 years old. And has a mul- 
let. We wandered around Barnes and Noble for a 
while. It was cute until they pulled out some 
stale memes. I drove all the way out to Hicks- 
ville, Virginia for that.” 


Matt: 
“T don’t take these girls on dates.” 


Audrey: 
“Met a guy at a frat party one night during 

my first semester of my freshman year and he 
asked me to hang out the next day. He invited 
me back to the same frat house. Mind you, the 
floor of this house was still entirely covered 
in stale beer and vomit from the party the 
night before. We sat on his bed (a mattress on 
the beer-—and-vomit-covered floor) and watched 
NCIS for literally 10 minutes until he told me 
to leave because his sister was in town and 
they were going to dinner. Probably wasn’t his 
Sister. Probably the worst 1@ minutes of my 
life.” 
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CAFFE NERO 


the smartest coffee shop 


NACO TACO 


great food located in beautiful 
Cambridge 


THE MFA 


if they’re condescending about the 
art, you know they’re not the one 


A WALK ON THE 
ESPLANADE 


get some exercise in! 


TRIDENT 
BOOKSELLERS 


yummy food over a cup of coffee, 
plus good people watching 


<3 emmy cazzani 
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A DINING HALL, OR 
QUESTROM STARBUCKS 


noncommital 


DIG INN (IN THE PRU) 


SO you can go shopping after! 


BOSTON CALLING 


disappear into the crowd ... forever 


DUCK BOAT TOUR 


if you’re looking to soak in 
the awkwardness 


THE CHEESECAKE 


FACTORY mention TEARS I 
CRIED 

MIKES PASTRY jE Fg 

a bittersweet ending and a 

nice long line 

PAVEMENT a 

COFFEEHOUSE 


for the forty-minute last date with 
someone you never want to see again 


hot singles in yr area 
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BOSTON BANDS EDITION 
SQUITCH 


Soft but punchy alternative art rock 
For fans of: Sidney Gish, but a little 
tougher around the edges 
Anthem: “Candle Wax” 


BAT HOUSE 


Psychedelic math post rock 
For fans of: Palm but more lo-fi and grungy 
Anthem: “Float” 


BUTCH BABY 


Energetic post-punk rock with a dash of 
saxophone 

For fans of: Diet Cig, Great Grandpa 
Anthem: “Blood” 


PRIOR PANIC ¢ 


Passionate, bass-heavy slow rock 

For fans of: Kississippi, Lucy Dacus if she 
had an electric bass 

Anthem: “Sickly Sweet” 
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HONEY CUTT FKA BABY! 


Surf rock-y with a touch of indie pop 
For fans of: Alvvays, Beach Bunny 
Anthem: “Weather Girl” 


LILITH (> 


Badass female rock 

For fans of: people who wanted to be one of 
the girls in the Scott Pilgrim series 
Anthem: “Nothing 2 U” 


SIDNEY GISH 


Angelic and original indie rock 
For fans of: Soccer Mommy, Mitski, 
intersectional feminism 
Anthem: “Sophisticated Space” 


MINT GREEN 


Head-bopping indie rock 

For fans of: Snail Mail, but a bit more 
light-hearted on the guitar side of things 
Anthem: “Callie” 


FUTURE TEENS 


Boston’s best “bummer pop,” emotional and 
upbeat rock 

For fans of: P Daddy, Remo Drive; people who 
want to mosh but are too scared so they 
kinda just jump violently around 

Anthem: “What’s My Sign Again? / In Love or 


Whatever” ; 19 
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Depending on your relationship status, there’s 
really only two ways to spend Valentine’s Day in 
Boston. If you’ve managed to snag a significant 
other, the frigid weather offers the perfect 
excuse to dip into a Newbury Street cafe, order 
a French Roast Blend, gaze affectionately into 
each other’s eyes, blah blah etc. etc. who cares. 
However, being single on V-Day unlocks the rare 
Opportunity to appreciate love from afar as you 
peer into the window of that cafe, nearly frost- 
bitten hands cupping your eyes, teardrops frozen 
to your cheek as a reminder that your loneliness 
has a special permanence. 


“Wow, this weather is almost as cold as my fee- 
ble heart,” you think to yourself. “Mood.” 


One song with a subtle connection to Boston that 
would soundtrack this situation well is “Naomi” 
by Neutral Milk Hotel, from their pre-Aeroplane 
debut album, On Avery Island. The lyrics, writ- 
ten by creepy genius Jeff Mangum, find the narra- 
tor lusting after one Naomi, inhaling the scents 
of her stolen dress and perfume and watching her 
as she strolls through Cambridge. Like in many 
NMH songs, though, the sentiment of the track is 
more nuanced--there is real beauty to be found 
in the way the speaker idolizes Naomi, comparing 
her to a flower in “full bloom” who could “ex- 
plode into one billion tastes and tunes.” Only 
Jeff Mangum could make the act of stalking seem 
sweet. 
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For 15 years, Naomi was only a name, a conceptu- 
al unrequited love interest that lonely NMH fans 
could relate to fawning over (hopefully they 
didn’t relate too closely). Then, in 2011, long 
after the band had dissolved, a music video for 
the song popped up on Vimeo. The uploader? Naomi 
Yang, bassist of early ’9@s Boston indie outfit 
Galaxie 500. 


“Fifteen years ago, Damon and I were playing at 
a music festival,” Yang wrote in the video’s de- 
scription. “Someone from Neutral Milk Hotel came 
up to me, handed me a LP, and said ‘the song 
“Naomi” is about you.’ Fifteen years later, here 
is my response.” 


Yang’s video is a pretty literal interpreta- 
tion of the lyrics, featuring a dress, perfume 
and flowers, as well as her signature spiral ear- 
rings, which featured prominently on the cover 
of her band’s 1989 album, On Fire. It’s apparent 
that, at least 15 years later, she wasn’t of- 
fended by the song. 


So if you find yourself without the object of 
your affection this Valentine’s Day, don’t de- 
Spair. Just put all your weird thoughts to mu- 
Sic--the person they were meant for just might 
appreciate the sentiment. After 15 years. 


<3 Dane Persky 
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Mad Lib 


my worst tinder date 


so, i just went on what i think was probably my worst 


tinder date yet. i thought _ were gonna be cool 


he/she/they 
because they said favorite movie was _ 
his/her/their band 
and anthem was , but i couldn’t 
his/her/their song 


have been more wrong. after texting for a few days, we 


finally decided to meet up for dinner at __ = 
restaurant 


showed up _ late. i was = 
he/she/they amount of time adjective 


after a conversation that can only be described as 


_, and a dinner that was __ at best, 

adjective adjective 

we went back to my place to watch .i 
tv show/movie 

was actually starting to feel a little more 


adjective 
about where the date was going, until started 
he/she/they 
_ out of nowhere. it was so _ li 
action verb ending in -ing adjective 


immediately told _ __ to go home and blocked ___ 
he/she/then he/she/them 


on _ . i think i’m going to be single forever. 
social/media/app 


Show me on Tinder 


<3 julia bertelli 
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Local restaurants recommended by Local musicians reviewed 
by Local punx 


Restaurant: Kaju Tofu House, 56 Harvard Ave, Allston 
Recommended by: Em Spooner of Squitch and Night Moth 


Kristen: Ona 
chilly evening in February, 
what could be better to warm your 
soul and nourish your spirit more than 
a hot, steaming chicken and sticky rice clay 
pot dish? Likely nothing. Unless you also count 
the Korean steamed beef dumplings which practi- 

cally melt in your mouth. To top it all off, our 
meal was made complete when the whole Squitch crew 
also came to Kaju, a place that seems to bring good 
people to good food. 


Audrey: Honestly? What Kristen said. My Hot Stone Bul- 
gogi Noodle Soup stayed hot for the entirety of our 
time in the restaurant, Squitch sighting included. 

The small pieces of meat and the clear sweet potato 
starch noodles blended together with the thick broth 
so seamlessly you often couldn’t tell what was 
what, making for a filling, beautiful meal. I 

also found great pleasure in the small dish- 
es of rice, kimchi, and tofu brought out 
before our meal. It really is the 
little things in life, I sup- 


<3 kristen lay + audrey sutter 
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